
7th/ 8th Grade  
English Language Arts 

Quarter 2  
Non-fiction Suggested Reading List 

for Independent Reading   
 

Note to Parents: There's something in this list that will spark the interest of your 
student, I'm sure of it! Your student may choose from this list, or come up with a 
book on his / her own - but it must be a non-fiction book. 
 

1. Ambrose, Stephen E.  THE GOOD FIGHT:  HOW WORLD WAR II WAS WON. 

Ambrose presents a concise, readable chronicle of World War II through amazing photographs and 

research.   

2. Aronson, Marc.  A STORY OF MAGIC, SPICE, SLAVERY, FREEDOM, AND SCIENCE. 

This book explores the history and impact of sugar on our world, from slavery to revolution to human 

rights.   

3. Bartoletti, Susan Campbell.  HITLER YOUTH:  GROWING UP IN HITLER’S SHADOW. 

This is a look at the youth organizations Hitler founded and used to meet his social and military ends.   

4. Bartoletti, Susan Campbell.  THEY CALLED THEMSELVES THE K.K.K.:  THE BIRTH OF AN AMERICAN 

TERRORIST GROUP.    

Examine how the Ku Klux Klan formed and grew out of the ashes of the Civil War. The selected stories of 

people on all sides of the violent conflict provide a larger understanding of the conditions that promoted 

the Klan’s terrorism.  The book examines how the freed people and their sympathizers suffered and how 

the legacy of that fear, racism, and brutality runs through our own time.   

5. Bascomb, Neal.  THE NAZI HUNTERS:  HOW A TEAM OF SPIES AND SURVIVORS CAPTURED THE 

WORLD’S MOST NOTORIOUS NAZI. 

In 1945, at the end of World War II, Adolf Eichmann, the head of operations for the Nazis' Final Solution, 

walked into the mountains of Germany and vanished from view. Sixteen years later, an elite team of 

spies captured him at a bus stop in Argentina and smuggled him to Israel, resulting in one of the 

century's most important trials.   

6. Bausum, Ann.  FREEDOM RIDERS:  JOHN LEWIS AND JIM ZWERG ON THE FRONT LINES OF THE CIVIL 

RIGHTS MOVEMENT.  



The 1960s saw courageous young people risking great personal danger as they participated in the 

freedom rides during the Civil Rights Movement.   

7. Blumenthal, Karen.  BOOTLEG:  MURDER, MOONSHINE, AND THE LAWLESSNESS OF PROHIBITION. 

When Congress passed the 18th Amendment, prohibiting the manufacture and sale of alcohol, 

supporters were convinced it would create a stronger, more moral nation.  Instead, corruption and 

lawlessness erupted.  This is a fast-paced, gripping account with vivid photos from the period.   

8. Borden, Louise.  THE JOURNEY THAT SAVED CURIOUS GEORGE.   

This beautifully illustrated picture book tells the story of Margaret and H.A. Rey and their escape from 

Paris during World War II.   

9. Bridges, Ruby.  THROUGH MY EYES. 

Ruby Bridges tells the moving story of her year in first grade at the all - white William Frantz Public 

School in New Orleans in 1960.   

10. Burns, Loree Griffin.  THE HIVE DETECTIVES:  CHRONICLE OF A HONEY BEE CATASTROPHE. 

In 2006, nearly 40percent of the honey bee population in the United States simply vanished.  Bee 

scientists and beekeepers across the country have been working to understand “colony collapse 

disorder.”  Photographs and scientific journals help tell the story. 

11. Burns, Loree Griffin.  TRACKING TRASH:  FLOTSAM, JETSAM, AND THE SCIENCE OF OCEAN 

MOTION.   

This book describes the work of a man who tracks trash as it travels great distances by way of ocean 

currents.   

12. Caputo, Philip.  10,000 DAYS OF THUNDER:  A HISTORY OF THE VIETNAM WAR.   

This is a straightforward overview, with pictures, of the Vietnam War.   

13. Deem, James M.  BODIES FROM THE ICE: MELTING GLACIERS AND THE RECOVERY OF THE PAST. 

In 1991, mountain climbers found the body of Otzi, the  oldest mummy recovered and thought to be 

over 5000 years old.   

14. DeCristofano, Carolyn Cinaami.  A BLACK HOLE IS NOT A HOLE. 

What is a black hole? Where do black holes come from? How do we know they exist? Will Earth fall into 

one? This book is an excellent introduction to an extremely complex scientific concept as it takes eaders 

on a ride through the galaxies—ours and others.  Fall into this book and learn about the phenomenon 

known as a black hole.   

15. DePrince, Michaela.  TAKING FLIGHT.   



In an orphanage in war-torn Sierra Leone, young Michaela DePrince found a magazine cover swirling in 

the wind.  She grabbed it and saw a ballerina on the cover.  She was adopted by an American family and 

followed her dream born by that cover to become a professional ballerina.   

16. Engle, Margarita.  THE SURRENDER TREE:  POEMS OF CUBA’S STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM. 

Follow Rosa, a healer, who nurses runaway slaves and Cuban deserters in caves and other secret 

ideaways. As her fame grows, Rosa's enemies relentlessly hunt her down, attempting to break the 

Cuban spirit of resistance.   

17. Farrell, Mary Cronk. PURE GRIT: HOW AMERICAN WORLD WAR II NURSES SURVIVED BATTLE AND 

PRISON CAMP IN THE PACIFIC. 

In 1941, Army and Navy nurses serving in the Philippines suddenly found themselves in a war zone 

treating injured and dying soldiers in makeshift hospitals in the jungle. Things got worse when some 

were captured and kept as prisoners of war in deplorable conditions, battling disease and starvation 

while still treating and helping anyone (including their captors) who needed medical attention. 

Amazingly, all 101 captured nurses came home alive. 

18. Fleischman, John.  PHINEAS GAGE. 

This is the gruesome, true account of an accident that happened to a railroad foreman in Vermont in 

1848.  A 13-pound iron rod shot through his brain. He survived but became a textbook case in brain 

science. 

19. Fleming, Candace.  AMELIA LOST:  THE LIFE AND DISAPPEARANCE OF AMELIA EARHART.   

This fascinating biography alternates between the story of Amelia Earhart’s life and the days 

surrounding her disappearance.  Through photos, sidebars, maps, and letters, the author gives readers a 

compelling glimpse at the life of a legend.   

20. Freedman, Russell.  ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND FREDERICK DOUGLASS:  THE STORY BEHIND AN 

AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP.   

This book traces the powerful friendship and parallel lives of two men who shaped American history— 

one man an Americanpresident, the other a leading black abolitionist.  It is a carefully researched 

account of how their lives intersected at a critical moment in U.S. history. Though their meetings were 

few and brief, their exchange of ideas helped to end the Civil War, reunite the nation, and abolish 

slavery.   

21. Freedman, Russell.  THE WAR TO END ALL WARS:  WORLD WAR I. 

This is a highly readable account of World War I —from the broad causes and consequences to the 

heartbreaking personal details of trench warfare.  The technology, the battles, the leaders, and the 

soldiers are all included in a fascinating narrative that is accompanied by arresting photographs and 

helpful maps.   



22. Goodall, Jane.  THE CHIMPANZEES I LOVE: SAVING THEIR WORLD AND OURS. 

Imagine a curiosity and passion that compels you to live in a community of chimpanzees.  Dr. Goodall 

tells of her discoveries about chimpanzees, her love for them, and her campaign for the protection of 

these amazing animals. 

23. Greitens, Eric.  WARRIOR’S HEART:  BECOMING A MAN OF COMPASSION AND COURAGE.   

In this true story, Eric Greitens describes his journey to become a Navy SEAL.  Before becoming a SEAL, 

Greitens traveled the world from Bosnia to Rwanda, where he worked to help children and refugees 

attempting to recover from devastating conflicts.  These humanitarian trips led Greitens to the belief 

that to protect those in need, one must be willing to act. This memoir focuses on the idea that the 

greatest strength is actually compassion. 

24. Hoose, Phillip M.  CLAUDETTE COLVIN: TWICE TOWARD JUSTICE. 

In 1955, by refusing to give up her seat to a white passenger in Montgomery, Alabama, Claudette Colvin 

played an important but little known role in the Civil Rights Movement.   

25. Hoose, Phillip M.  MOONBIRD:  A YEAR ON THE WIND WITH THE GREAT SURVIVOR B95. 

Moonbird—or B95 as his ankle band states—is a red knot, a tiny shorebird that migrates from southern 

Argentina to northern Canada and back every year. The book follows Moonbird (so named because he 

has flown enough miles to get to the moon and halfway back) and other migrating shore birds as they 

struggle to survive against predators, diminishing food sources, and loss of land on their arduous annual 

journeys.   

26. Hughes, Susan.  CASE CLOSED? NINE MYSTERIES UNLOCKED BY MODERN SCIENCE.   

Was Egypt’s first female pharaoh murdered?  Did the city of Ubar, located on the Arabian Peninsula, just 

vanish into thin air?  Was Anastasia, a Russian princess, murdered, or is she alive and well?  With the 

help of DNA testing and modern-day science, uncover the truth behind these age-old mysteries.   

27. Jurmain, Suzanne.  THE SECRET OF THE YELLOW DEATH:  A TRUE STORY OF MEDICAL SLEUTHING. 

Fever, chills, headaches, vomiting blood, and liver failure are all symptoms of the deadly disease yellow 

fever. In this story, follow Walter Reed and his team of doctors as they travel to Cuba in 1900 to run lab 

reports, use soldiers as test subjects, and experience inevitable challenges and triumphs in an effort to 

unlock the secret of what once was an unsolved medical mystery.   

28. Kidd, Chip.  GO:  KIDD’S GUIDE TO GRAPHIC DESIGN. 

Graphic design is everywhere—the colors on a box of cereal, advertisements plastering the walls of 

buildings, the shapes of labels on toothpaste tubes and shampoo bottles, and more. This book shows 

how designers consider form, color, typography, and scale.  But the author relies far more on full-page 

visuals of book covers, advertisements, vintage posters, and photographs to illustrate his points.   



29. Kirkpatrick, Katherine.  MYSTERIOUS BONES:  THE STORY OF KENNEWICK MAN. 

This illustrated book explores the 1996 discovery of the skeletal remains of Kennewick Man, one of the 

oldest and most complete skeletons every recovered in this country. When two young men accidentally 

uncover a skeleton along a bank of the Columbia River in Kennewick, Washington, they have no idea 

that their discovery will lead to one of the most important archaeological controversies of modern times 

and pit scientists against Native American tribes in a nine-year battle for control of the remains.   

30. Kurlansky, Mark.  WORLD WITHOUT FISH. 

This book reveals an environmental problem that is not easily seen—the problem in the world’s oceans.  

Find out how climate, biology, economics, and fishing are endangering the world’s waters—and what 

kids can do about it.   

31. Lambert, Joseph.  ANNIE SULLIVAN AND THE TRIALS OF HELEN KELLER. 

This graphic biography tells the story of Annie Sullivan’s difficult childhood and her first years working to 

help Helen Keller communicate and make sense of a world she could neither see nor hear.   

32. Lekuton, Joseph Lemasolai.  FACING THE LION:  GROWING UP MAASAI ON THE AFRICAN 

SAVANNA. 

This memoir of a young Maasai boy tells the story of Lekuton, a member of a family of nomadic cow-

herders in Kenya.  The story sheds light on the Massai culture and life on the savanna.  Because Kenyan 

law required each family to send one child to school, Lekuton was chosen and school opened up his 

world.  The story illustrates the tensions of belonging to two separate worlds.  Lekuton works to reserve 

his Maasai heritage while taking advantage of the opportunities that education brings his way. 

33. Levison, Cynthia.  WE’VE GOT A JOB:  1963 BIRMINGHAM CHILDREN’S MARCH. 

Young people succeeded where adults had failed.  This is the little-known story of 4,000 black 

elementary, middle, and high school students who voluntarily went to jail in Birmingham, Alabama, in 

1963. These are the first-hand accounts, woven together, of four of the children who boycotted school 

to participate in a march to protest segregation. Their efforts for desegregation during the Civil Rights 

Movement are well researched and told through original interviews and photos.   

34. Leyson, Leon.  THE BOY ON THE WOODEN BOX:  HOW THE IMPOSSIBLE BECAME POSSIBLE...ON 

SCHINDLER’S LIST. 

This is a remarkable memoir of a family's survival of the Holocaust, thanks to Oskar Schindler's repeated 

interventions. It is told in the voice of Leon Leyson, the youngest member of Schindler’s list, who offers 

his first-hand account of day-to-day existence in the factory, helping readers understand the Holocaust 

through the eyes of a young person who lived it.   

35. Liu-Perkins, Christine. AT HOME IN HER TOMB: LADY DAI AND THE ANCIENT CHINESE TREASURES 

OF MAWANGDUI. 



Unearth the mysteries of the Mawangdui tombs, including the best-preserved mummy in the world, silk 

paintings, games, and other artifacts from the Han dynasty.  

36. MacLeod, Elizabeth.  ROYAL MURDER:  THE DEADLY INTRIGUE OF TEN SOVEREIGNS. 

From Cleopatra to Nikolay Romanov, kings and queens over the ages have been the targets of 

murderers or have done the targeting themselves.  Read about gruesome deeds, deadly poisons, and 

political mysteries.   

37. Marrin, Albert.  FLESH AND BLOOD SO CHEAP:  THE TRIANGLE FIRE AND ITS LEGACY.   

Hard-working immigrants looking for a better life, poor working conditions, and greedy factory bosses—

this is the story of the unimaginable disaster of the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire of 1911.   

38. Martin, Russell.  THE MYSTERIES OF BEETHOVEN’S HAIR. 

A lock of the famous composer’s hair was saved from 1827, at the time of his death, and handed down 

to the current owners.  This is the story of how it was preserved and who the safekeepers were, as well 

as the results of the forensic tests that were performed to unravel the mystery of Beethoven’s ill health.   

39. McClafferty, Carla Killough. FOURTH DOWN AND INCHES: CONCUSSIONS AND FOOTBALL’S MAKE-

OR-BREAK MOMENT. 

Nineteen players died as a result of injuries suffered during the 1905 football season, and public outrage 

almost got the game banned. However, football players, coaches, fans, and officials made changes to 

ake the game safer. Now, football is coming under scrutiny again as scientists learn more about 

concussions and brain injuries sustained during football games and practices. Will these new 

understandings about the dangers of brain injuries and football lead to the end of the sport or safer 

practices for athletes? 

40. Montgomery, Sy.  KAKAPO RESCUE:  SAVING THE WORLD’S STRANGEST PARROT. 

The flightless Kakapo, found on a small island off the coast of New Zealand, is most unusual because of 

its size (it is not the longest, but the heaviest, parrot) and the fact that it buries its nest underground.  

Now 14 scientists are working to save the remaining 91 parrots of a population that once numbered in 

the millions.   

41. Montgomery, Sy, and Nic Bishop.  THE TAPIR SCIENTIST:  SAVING SOUTH AMERICA’S LARGEST 

MAMMAL. 

The lowland tapir is an animal that looks like a hippopotamus with a short elephant trunk.  It is an 

important but not-well-understood part of the ecosystem of Brazil’s Pantanal, the world’s largest 

tropical wetlands. This book describes how a group of scientists in the field use high-tech, motion-

activated cameras and radio collars and low-tech tranquilizer guns and traps to learn more about the 

elusive and unusual tapir.   



42. Montgomery, Sy, and Temple Grandin.  TEMPLE GRANDIN:  HOW THE GIRL WHO LOVED COWS 

EMBRACED AUTISM AND CHANGED THE WORLD.   

This biography explores the life and mind of Temple Grandin, a brilliant autistic woman who 

revolutionized the livestock industry.   

43. Moore, Wes.  DISCOVERING WES MOORE. 

Two kids named Wes Moore were born blocks apart and within a year of each other. Both grew up 

fatherless in similar Baltimore neighborhoods and had difficult childhoods. Both ran into trouble with 

the police. How did one grow up to be a Rhodes scholar and business leader, while the other ended up a 

convicted murderer serving a life sentence? When Wes Moore wrote to his namesake in prison, they 

began a remarkable friendship.  This story looks at the challenges of growing up and the power of the 

choices that people make in their lives.   

44. Murphy, Jim.  INVINCIBLE MICROBE:  TUBERCULOSIS AND THE NEVER-ENDING SEARCH FOR A 

CURE. 

This is the story of a killer that has been striking down people for thousands of years—tuberculosis.  This 

nonfiction mystery looks at the history of the disease and its treatment throughout time, as well as the 

search to find the cause and cure.  The scientific and historical information is filled with human drama as 

well as photographs that bring the story to life. 

45. Murphy, Jim.  TRUCE:  THE DAY THE SOLDIERS STOPPED FIGHTING. 

This is a close-up view of the Great War, World War I, and the extraordinary story of the December 25, 

1914, truce between German and British soldiers as they laid down their weapons and met in No Man's 

Land to celebrate Christmas.   

 46. Nelson, Kadir.  WE ARE THE SHIP:  THE STORY OF NEGRO LEAGUE BASEBALL. 

The early 1900s Negro Baseball League consisted of players who made great sacrifices and showed 

tremendous courage in the face of adversity, all for the sake of the game they loved.   

47. O’Connell, Caitlin.  THE ELEPHANT SCIENTIST.   

American scientist Caitlin O’Connell studied African elephants in the wild and made many amazing 

discoveries about the lives of elephants and how they communicate.   

48. Ottaviani, Jim, and Maris Wicks.  PRIMATES:  THE FEARLESS SCIENCE OF JANE GOODALL, 

DIANFOSSEY, AND BIRUTE GALDIKA. 

This graphic information text follows the careers of three women who pioneered field research in 

primatology:  Jane Goodall’s work with chimpanzees, Dian Fossey’s work with gorillas, and Biruté 

Galdika’s documentation of African orangutans. These three women, working on different continents 



with different primates, changed not only how we view primates but how they are connected to the 

human species.   

49. Paulsen, Gary.  MY LIFE IN DOG YEARS. 

The author describes some of the dogs that were special to him during his life.   

50. Peters, Marilee.  PATIENT ZERO:  SOLVING THE MYSTERIES OF DEADLY EPIDEMICS. 

More people have died in disease epidemics than in wars or other disasters. This story looks at the 

scientists who put the pieces of epidemic puzzles together. Patient Zero takes a closer look at seven 

diseases, from the Great Plague to Ebola, that have shaped our world and how epidemiologists continue 

to fight the battle against disease. 

51. Rappaport, Doreen.  BEYOND COURAGE:  THE UNTOLD STORY OF JEWISH RESISTANCE DURING 

THE HOLOCAUST.   

Under the noses of the military, thousands of children are smuggled out of occupied France into 

Switzerland. In Belgium, three resisters ambush a train, allowing scores of Jews to flee from the cattle 

cars. In Poland, four brothers lead more than 1,200 ghetto refugees into the forest to build a guerilla 

force and self-sufficient village. And a 12-year-old entertains German officers with his violin moments 

before setting off a bomb.  Through 21 meticulously researched accounts, the author illuminates the 

defiance of tens of thousands of Jews with the weapons of courage, ingenuity, the will to survive, and 

the resolve to save others or to die trying.   

52. Rusch, Elizabeth. ERUPTION! VOLCANOES AND THE SCIENCE OF SAVING LIVES. 

More than one billion people live in deadly volcanic danger zones.   When one of the volcanoes starts to 

act up, it is up to the international volcano crisis team to get up close and personal with the a wakening 

giant and determine whether the smoke and seismic activity indicate an imminent deadly eruption.  

53. Rusch, Elizabeth.  THE MIGHTY MARS ROVERS:  THE INCREDIBLE ADVENTURES OF SPIRIT AND 

OPPORTUNITY.   

What's it like to explore Mars? Did life ever exist on Earth's red neighbor? This book follows the story of 

two robot vehicles, Spirit and Opportunity, sent to seek evidence on Mars of water that could have once 

supported life.  Lasting far past their projected lives of three months, incredibly the rovers carried out 

their missions for more than six years and sent back invaluable images of the environmentally hostile 

planet.   

54. Sandler, Martin. IMPRISONED: THE BETRAYAL OF JAPANESE AMERICANS DURING WORLD WAR II. 

After Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor, the United States was swept up in a whirlwind of fear and 

suspicion of Japanese Americans that led to their imprisonment in internment camps. Learn what life 

was like for Japanese Americans before, during, and after internment in this in-depth look at a troubling 

time in American history.  



55. Sandler, Martin W.  LINCOLN THROUGH THE LENS:  HOW PHOTOGRAPHPY REVEALED AND SHAPED 

AN EXTRAORDINARY LIFE.   

This photo-biography shows how innovative and important different media, especially photography, 

were during the presidency and life of Lincoln.  This is one of several books in Sandler’s Through the Lens 

series.  

56. Sandler, Martin W.  SECRET SUBWAY:  THE FASCINATING TALE OF AN AMAZING FEAT OF 

ENGINEERING. 

It’s the 1860s and New York City's streets are swarming with immigrants and being made deadly by 

hundreds of horse-drawn carriages that left the streets with tons of manure.  A brilliant engineer, Alfred 

Beach, tackles the problem by working secretly at night, more than 20 feet underground, with dim 

lighting and in claustrophobic conditions, storing the dirt in a basement, and carting it away in the dark. 

What happens when his secret plan is discovered? 

57. Say, Allen.  DRAWING FROM MEMORY. 

This book in graphic formchronicles Allen Say’s journey as an artist, from his childhood in World War II 

Japan to his apprenticeship under Noro Shinpei, Japan’s leading cartoonist.  Using watercolor paintings, 

original cartoons, photographs, and maps, the memoir looks at Say’s strained relationship with a father 

who did not understand his son’s art and the difficult path that led to Say’s success.   

58. Schanzer, Rosalyn.  WITCHES! THE ABSOULTELY TRUE TALE OF DISASTER IN SALEM.   

“The doctor tried every remedy, but nothing cured the young Puritans. He grimly announced the dire 

diagnosis: the girls were bewitched! And then the accusations began.”  The is the riveting, true story of 

the victims, accused witches, crooked officials, and mass hysteria that turned a mysterious illness 

affecting two children into a witch hunt that took more than a dozen people’s lives and ruined hundreds 

more.   

59. Sheinkin, Steve.  BOMB:  THE RACE TO BUILD AND STEAL THE WORLD’S MOST DANGEROUS 

WEAPON. 

This is the story of the plotting, risk-taking, deceit, and genius that created the world’s most formidable 

weapon—the atomic bomb.  A simple discovery launched a scientific race across three continents.  In 

Great Britain and the United States, Soviet spies worked their way into the scientific community; in 

Norway, a commando force slipped behind enemy lines to attack German heavy-water manufacturing; 

and deep in the desert, one brilliant group of scientists worked at a remote site in Los Alamos.   

60. Sheinkin, Steve.  LINCOLN’S GRAVE ROBBERS. 

A group of counterfeiters scheme to steal Abraham Lincoln’s body from his tomb, ransom Lincoln’s 

remains for money, and free a master counterfeiter from jail. Secret Service agents learn of the plot, 



recruit an undercover agent to infiltrate the gang, and try to catch the criminals before they can rob 

Lincoln’s grave. 

61. Sheinkin, Steve. THE PORT CHICAGO 50:  DISASTER, MUTINY, AND THE FIGHT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS.   

As World War II escalated overseas, African-American sailors at Port Chicago were under pressure to 

load bombs faster and faster onto waiting ships, until a horrific explosion killed hundreds.  In the days 

that followed, 50 men refused to work under such unsafe conditions and were charged with mutiny.  

Interviews, court records, and other primary sources are woven into this little-known story of a 

segregated military. 

62. St. John, Warren.  OUTCASTS UNITED: THE STORY OF A REFUGEE SOCCER TEAM THAT CHANGED A 

TOWN. 

Just a few miles from Atlanta, Clarkston, Georgia became a settlement for families of refugees  from 

war-torn countries.  Soccer coach Luma Mufleh formed the Fugees, a soccer team consisting of boys 

from various countries and backgrounds.  This inspiring book explores the array of challenges the team 

faced on and off the field and how determination prevailed. 

63. Stone, Tanya Lee. COURAGE HAS NO COLOR:  THE TRUE STORY OF THE TRIPLE NICKLES, AMERICA’S 

FIRST BLACK PARATROOPERS. 

“What’s it like to jump out of an airplane?  Imagine.”  These are the opening sentences that chronicle 

the courage and persistence of the Triple Nickles, the African Americans who pushed through military 

boundaries in the 555th Parachute Infantry Battalion.  

64. Swanson, James L.  CHASING LINCOLN’S KILLER. 

This is a biographical account of John Wilkes Booth’s plot to kill the president and Booth’s 12 days on the 

run following Lincoln’s assassination.   

65. Swanson, James L.  “THE PRESIDENT HAS BEEN SHOT!”  THE ASSASSINATION OF JOHN F. KENNEDY. 

This fast-paced book takes readers through the assassination of President Kennedy by switching 

between Lee Harvey Oswald’s preparations and actions of the President, the Secret Service, and the first 

lady. Photographs, video stills, and diagrams help readers get a clear picture of what happened on 

November 22, 1963.   

66. Taylor, Peter Lane, and Christos Nicola.  THE SECRET OF PRIEST’S GROTTO:  A HOLOCAUST 

SURVIVAL STORY.   

Two explorers survey caves and relate the true story of how several Jewish families survived the 

Holocaust of World War II by hiding in the caves of western Ukraine for more than three years.   

67. Thomson, Ruth.  TEREZIN:  VOICES FROM THE HOLOCAUST.   



Between 1941 and 1945, Nazi Germany turned the small town of Terezín, Czechoslovakia, into a ghetto, 

and then into a transit camp for thousands of Jewish people. It was a "show" camp, where inmates were 

forced to use their artistic talents to fool the world about the truth of gas chambers and horrific living 

conditions for imprisoned Jews.  Secretly, these artists also created images of what they observed; the 

overcrowding,the deplorably unsanitary living conditions, and the plight of the elderly and infirm.  Here, 

in a meticulously researched book, their story is told through the inmates’ secret diary entries, artwork, 

and excerpts from memoirs.   

68. Tunnell, Michael.  CANDY BOMBER:  THE STORY OF THE BERLIN AIRLIFT’S “CHOCOLATE PILOT. 

”This is the true story of Gail Halvorsen, an American pilot and real-life hero, who parachuted small bags 

of candy over the war-torn city of Berlin, giving hope to children and families during the aftermath of 

World War II.   

69. Van Wagenen, Maya.  POPULAR:  VINTAGE WISDOM FOR A MODERN GEEK. 

Maya is a middle school geek living in Texas in 2012.  Her goal is to become popular, and she 

accomplishes it in a most unconventional way—she follows the advice of a 1950s guidebook for teens.  

This is a charming and funny memoir of how Maya finds her way and gains attention and admirers along 

the way.   

70. Walker, Sally M.  BLIZZARD OF GLASS:  THE HALIFAX EXPLOSION OF 1917. 

On December 6, 1917, two ships, one loaded with munitions and one with medical supplies, collided in 

Halifax Harbor.  The resulting blast flattened two towns and killed nearly 2,000 people.  When a blizzard 

hit the very next day, relief efforts were almost paralyzed.  This book contains many illustrations, 

firsthand accounts, and other primary sources from this unbelievable tragedy.   

71. Woodson, Jacqueline. BROWN GIRL DREAMING.  

In this autobiographical novel in verse, author Jacqueline Woodson writes about growing up in North 

Carolina and New York City during the 1960s and 1970s. She tells how she discovered her love of writing 

and storytelling. 

72. Yousafzai, Malala, with Patricia McCormick. I AM MALALA: HOW ONE GIRL STOOD UP FOR 

EDUCATION AND CHANGED THE WORLD. 

Malala Yousafzai is an outspoken advocate for education for all children. In October 2012, she nearly 

lost her life when she was shot at point-blank range on the way home from school because of her 

education advocacy. Malala tells her remarkable story of her crusade for education rights, recovery, and 

survival. 

 

* Source: "Suggested Summer Reading List: Rising 7th and 8th Grade," Fairfax County Public Schools, 

Fairfax County, Virginia. 2015.  



 

 

 

 

 

 


